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TT No.138: Keith Aslan - Saturday 12th May 2018; Wittering Harriers v Moulton 

Harrox Reserves; Peterborough & District League Chairman’s Championship 

Shield Final; Venue: @ Nene Valley Community Centre; Kick-Off: 13.01; Result: 4-1 

to Moulton H Res; Admission & Programme: £2 for old people, £4 for youngsters; 

Attendance 81: Wittering 34, Moulton 21 & neutral 26 

If like me, you were around in the eighties you will remember a series of 

advertisements with the strapline 'The Peterborough Effect' They were designed to 

encourage people and businesses to relocate here and featured Roy Kinnear as a 

Roman Centurian wandering around the town extoling the virtues of the place. The 

adverts were brilliant and clearly effective as Peterborough hasn't stopped growing 

since and is now far larger than it really should be. So, the motorists stuck in 

traffic jams around the Town Centre this afternoon should blame Roy Kinnear for 

the delay (although lane closures on the Inner Ring Road probably didn't help). I 

find it a bit worrying that I can remember the advertisements as though it were 

yesterday, but stuff that actually did happen yesterday is a complete blank! 

Got here early for this one to incorporate a visit to 'Railworld' 35 years in the 

making exclusively with volunteer labour, it is a must for anyone with even a 

passing interest in trains and model railways. I spent an hour here and could have 

done with longer. It's on the way to the ground, just follow the footpath next to 

the railway line, over the level crossing, first right and you're there in 10 minutes. 

All in all, about a half hour walk from Peterborough station. I wasn't expecting 

much from the ground but it exceeded all expectations, and how. Enclosed, railed 

with a brand-new building containing the changing rooms, offices and function 

rooms. This is the H.Q. of the United Counties and Peterborough Leagues who work 

very closely together. They would like to bring the ground up to the step 6 

standard, which wouldn't be a difficult task architecturally or financially but the 

league secretary admits this is never going to happen due to floodlight objections 

by locals. Backing on to the Nene Valley Heritage Railway you could watch the 

steam trains puffing up and down which enhanced the match day experience for 

me. Food and drink were plentiful throughout with the unusual programme 

covering both finals played here today. Half for each, turn it over and upside down 

and the back becomes the front of the programme for this evening’s match. 

Moulton Harrox Res. were firm favourites for this one, they've won Div. 1 without 

losing a match but won't be promoted to the Premier division as that's where their 

first team play. Cruising at 1-0 midway through the second half a rare Wittering 

attack instigated an apocalyptic moment in the Moulton defence and suddenly it 

was 1-1. But three goals in the final quarter sealed the deal for the Stamford 

team. The Wittering physio. deserves mention for wearing a three-piece suit and 

trilby, surely a first, but when called upon to attend to his on-field duties he did 

leave the hat behind in the dugout. The whole occasion was well organized by a 

well-organized league and the 'Peterborough Experience' proved to be a very 



pleasurable one with the added bonus of a one o' clock start meaning I was home 

in plenty of time to watch the Eurovision Song Contest. Only joking, honestly. 
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