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TT No.147: Brian Buck - Thursday 17th May 2018; Luton Town Ladies v Cambridge 

United Women; FA Women’s Premier League South East Division 1; Venue: played 

at Luton Town FC Training Ground – The Brache 3G pitch (ex-Vauxhall Motors); 

Result: 3-3; Attendance: 121. 

Apart from seeing a game on an outside pitch a few years ago this was my first 

visit here since 16 February 1987 when I saw Vauxhall Motors draw 1-1 with 

Rainham Town in a Vauxhall Opel League Division 2 North match (attendance: 26). 

These days this pitch and the surrounds all belong to Luton Town and you enter the 

ground from Venue 360, Gipsy Lane and then start walking, getting on for a 

quarter of a mile along a wide tarmacked footway, which was well lit when I 

walked back in the dark after the match. Eventually you arrive at the pitch. Some 

of the buildings here I remember, but I couldn’t tell if the wooden stand on the far 

side of the pitch was being refurbished or replaced, as spectators weren’t allowed 

on that side of the pitch. In fact, we were only allowed to stand behind the goal or 

halfway along one side. If we tried to stand on the other half, we were rebuffed by 

a ‘dino-sauric’, jobs-worth without visible identification and everyone who tried to 

get past him were thinking the same as me as they were turned back.  

When the match started and the ball was kicked out of the ground one little girl 

innocently chased after it, but she too was recalled! As for the match it was a slow 

burner and we had more fun watching the low flying aircraft passing over the pitch 

before they landed. However, on 41 minutes United took the lead with a 

spectacular 30 yarder, which was slightly against the overall run of play. I then 

found out that the scorer was Kelley Blanchflower, who used to play for Spurs 

Ladies. Apparently, she is not related to the late great Danny Blanchflower. 

Despite this on 49 minutes she scored again with a lovely curled shot. Then on 58 

minutes Luton pulled a goal back. But on 63 minutes Blanchflower was surprisingly 

subbed, with the thinking being that the game was won. However, ten minutes 

later Luton equalised. But seven minutes after that United went back into the 

lead, only for Luton to make it 3-3 on 90(+2) minutes. Then with the very last kick 

United hit the crossbar to bring to a close an eventful evening. 
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