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TT No.16: Brian Buck - Tuesday 25th July 2017; Monkton Swifts v Pembroke Boro; 
Weaver Callan Memorial Trophy Semi Final; Result: 8-2; Attendance: 45 approx.  

Faced with an hour and a half’s drive to revisit Penypont to get my fix tonight, I 
was very grateful to receive a couple of texts from one of the good people of 
Llangwm telling me about this game at Monkton Swifts tonight. Just a pity that the 
first of these arrived at 7.15am while I was still asleep! I thought that it was my 
alarm clock! Anyway, this was much better for me as the ground was only four 
miles from where I was staying. I’d seen the outside of the ground on the previous 
Sunday when I was Church Hopping! But I hadn’t realised just how nice it was until 
tonight. The ground is railed off on two sides. The players enter the pitch from the 
middle of the stand, has seating for perhaps 80 spectators. Later I found out that 
this club once played in the Welsh League. However, there was a massive slope on 
the pitch. It also needs a cut and favoured players with one leg longer than the 
other! Meanwhile the hosts reserve team manager was sitting in front of me and he 
reeled off a list of dates and opposition for forthcoming friendly matches. Rattling 
them off rather quickly and almost in the same breath he told his listener that 
there would be no game on one particular Saturday because he was getting 
married and then continued reeling off fixtures. Not particularly funny in print, but 
it was at the time. The match was as one sided as the score-line suggests and the 
hosts were 5-0 up at the break. There was friction in the crowd though. When one 
Swifts player put in a dodgy tackle an elderly but very vocal visiting female fan 
shouted out that this game was only a friendly and it wasn’t needed. But as soon 
as a Boro player put in a dodgy tackle her comments were repeated back to her by 
the Swift fans. The banter became more-intense and coarse. Eventually she 
complained to a home official who threatened to kick the Swift fans out of the 
club. However, this would have created a problem, as they included the reserve 
team manager and some of his players. And was it not her who uttered the first ‘F’ 
word? In the second half things became more even. Monkton only score three more 
goals and Pembroke got a couple at the end themselves. 
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