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TT No.18: Steve Hardy – Saturday 26th August 2017; Shilbottle Colliery Welfare v 
North Sunderland; North Northumberland League; Result: 1-2; Admission: Free; 
Programme: No; Attendance: 29 H/C 

  
 I have a morbid interest in endangered leagues in the UK, and following the 

demise of my own local league, the Wolverhampton Combination, I now try to see 
a game in as many leagues that are teetering on the edge, as possible. 
  
One such league is the North Northumberland league which is still with us, but now 
down to just one division of ten clubs. Today I ventured to the village of Shilbottle, 
which is close to Alnwick, and the Shilbottle Community Centre which is the home 
of former Northern Alliance club, Shilbottle Colliery Welfare. Not a bad set up at 
all for the level, with a fully railed off pitch and dressing rooms located in the 
impressive Community Centre. Not really any spectator facilities as such, but I was 
able to gorge myself on blackberries from the numerous bushes that surround the 
pitch! 
  
Today’s visitors were the league’s team to beat, North Sunderland. The lovely and 
knowledgeable Shilbottle Secretary soon spotted I wasn’t a local and gave me a 
full history of both his own club, and the visitors, who now have their own ground 
being built for them in Seahouses I was told. 
  
The game itself was very good. North Sunderland were the better team 
throughout, but missed a good, few, chances before a slip by the home goalie gave 
them the lead when he allowed a shot to go through his legs. To their credit, 
Shilbottle managed to equalise in the second half, but North Sunderland scored 
almost from the restart to squash any thoughts of a home win for good. 
  
Amazingly for rural Northumberland, the ground can be reached by a bus from 
Alnwick, which stops just outside the ground. Not sure if you can get back to 
Alnwick after a midweek game though! 
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