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TT No.26: Brian Buck - Saturday 26th August 2017; Hilton Harriers v Pinxton; 

Abacus Lighting Central Midlands League Black Dragon South; Result: 0-3; 

Attendance: 55 approx. 

Today was the first in a short series of very warm days, both day and night, so 

there was no need for more than basic clothing. To get here I caught a number of 

trains to Derby. Then after just over a ten-minute walk, to the bus station, longer 

if you stop off at the three pubs on the way, I caught the half hourly V1 bus to 

Hilton and got off almost by the entrance to the ground. With just under an hour 

and a half to go before kick-off programmes were already available for sale. No 

food here, but I had brought my own and was allowed to eat it on the premises. 

They also have a hidden bar here and after some discussion I found something to 

suit my taste. I’d been to another ground in this village/town, that of the Hilton 

Harriers who played in the ‘Derby’ Summer League for a while, but this ground is 

nowhere near that venue.  

Today this was a match between the top of the table visitors and the second 

placed hosts. I couldn't quite understand why they used the railed off pitch, 

painted in the club colours of orange and black, furthest from the clubhouse, even 

though it was flatter looking than the other one. Surely, they will have to switch if 

they become successful and erect floodlights. However, on today’s performance 

this will not be in the immediate future, as they were well outplayed by the 

visitors. Pinxton’s squad contained famous names such as Jack Hawkins and Jack 

Warner. The former scored the first goal and the latter named was suspended 

today. They were winning 3-0 by the break. In the second half Harriers made a 

token effort to get back into the match, but that was all it was. Afterwards a 

fellow Groundhopper kindly gave me a lift back to the station which meant that I 

got home earlier than expected. The only fly in the ointment today was having a 

disagreement with a Manchester United fan who erroneously thought that Spurs 

should allow more than 3,000 visiting fans into Wembley, to make for a better 

atmosphere! I think that there would be an even better atmosphere if none of 

their fans were let in! 
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