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TT No.27: Steve Hardy – Saturday 9th September 2017; Rhosllanerchrugog v 
Penyffordd Lions; Welsh Cup 2nd Qualifying Round; Result: 2-3; Admission: Free; 
Programme: by donation. Attendance: 8 h/c 
 
I always seek out new clubs in the qualifying rounds of the Welsh FA cup, and as 
more often than not, there will be a new programme on offer. So, it was today 
with a visit to brand new club Rhosllanerchrugog, who are based at the local Rugby 
club on a pitch ‘miles’ away from the changing rooms and clubhouse. Driving 
across Wales through rain of biblical proportions, I did wonder if the game would 
still be on, but my fears were allayed upon arrival by the sight of the goalposts 
being carried through the car park, past two rugby pitches, and on to the football 
pitch at the far end of the site. No spectator facilities at the pitch, with just a 
rope down one side to keep the spectator hordes at bay. In any case, the rope 
wasn’t really needed today as the crowd peaked at just 8, with four of those being 
groundhoppers. 
 
On the pitch, the visitors were another newly formed club, Penyffordd Lions. They 
were also formed during the summer of 2017, in their case from the ashes of the 
old Penyffordd club who had folded at the end of last season. The first half was 
dominated by Pen, who had several chances to score, but missed them all, giving 
us a 0-0 halftime score. A very short half time break saw us restart after just 5 
minutes, and with the prospect of extra time in the rain and gloom, that was a 
very good decision in my opinion.  
 
As so often happens, the homesters suddenly sprang to life, and took the lead on 
49 minutes. Pen continued to be the better side though, and deservedly equalised 
on the hour mark. By this time the hoppers present were praying for anyone to 
score to avoid extra time, and we were delighted when Pen scored a second on 79 
minutes. Relief all round until Rhos found the energy from somewhere to equalise 
two minutes later and we were back to square one. Pen continued to press though 
and after an almighty scramble in the Rhos penalty area, they managed to bundle 
what proved to be the winner with two minutes left. Phew! 
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