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TT No.30: Steve Hardy – Saturday 16th September 2017; Olton Ravens v Bartley 
Reds South; Birmingham & District Football League Division Six; Result: 3-13; 
Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 14 H/C 
 
Well, where to start with this afternoon’s fun and games? Probably at the 
beginning is as good a place as any. Olton Ravens are one of several new clubs in 
the Birmingham & District League this season, but more importantly they are one 
of only three new venues left for me to visit. 
Their base is the Land Rover Social club, near Solihull. This is an excellent facility 
with umpteen football pitches and also a rugby pitch, although ours was the only 
game taking place there today. The social club is massive, with loads of people 
watching the football on the wide screen TVs, or sitting outside in family groups 
enjoying the fine weather (until the heavens opened, that is). There are several 
portakabin style dressing rooms near the entrance to the site, and plenty of car 
parking for visitors and players.  
 
Earlier in the season I had seen Olton Ravens play a pre-season friendly which they 
had lost 10-0. They were dire that day, but recent results had suggested they had 
tightened things up a bit, so I was not expecting a similar result again. How wrong I 
was. Talking to a referee’s assessor before and during the game he was convinced 
that Olton would lose heavily again and he was correct. 4-0 down after just 10 
minutes they rallied slightly to score themselves on 16. Game on? No chance, as 
the Reds scored another 5 at will, to lead 9-1 at half time. Their eighth goal was a 
long range headed OG, which resulted in the young defender who scored it, leaving 
the field in tears and heading straight for the dressing room, never to reappear. It 
seems his keeper had said some pretty stupid things to him after the OG, which, 
given his young age, was really sad. 
 
After the break, it took the Reds 20 minutes to get back into their stride before 
three more goals came in quick succession. Credit to Olton though as they 
managed a couple of their own, the second of which being from a penalty in the 
88th-minute, before the Reds sealed their victory with number 13 in the final 
minute. Olton even had a player sent off for two bookings, which he thought very 
harsh, and he set off for the Reds dug out to have his say. The referee followed 
him over and managed to move him away to his own dug out, but the funny side of 
that was that there was nobody in the Reds dugout for him to remonstrate with 
anyway! 
 
So, another top afternoon out in one of my favourite leagues. Yes, the standard 
wasn’t very high, but you couldn’t fault the entertainment value. 
 
04/20 

 


