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TT No.41: Brian Buck - Saturday 7th October 2017. May & Baker EC v Rayleigh 

Town; ProKit UK Essex Olympian League Premier Division; Venue: played at Barking 

Rugby Club, Gale Street, Becontree; Result: 2-2; Attendance: 35 approx.  

Today I needed to visit London, firstly to get my recently renewed Senior Railcard 

linked up with my Oyster Card and secondly to obtain a Delay Repay form from 

Virgin Trains after they kindly delayed my trip home from Newcastle by about six 

hours two weeks earlier. I’m sure they realise that many people can’t do this by 

email, by scanning your ticket into their ‘computerised’ Delay Repay form, so they 

make it as difficult as possible to get one in paper form. So, you can’t get them 

from Stevenage or Peterborough. Anyway, with that resolved I was off on my 

travels and after alighting from Becontree I was at the ground about ten minutes 

later, or to be more precise, the bar! Here they also did decent food, although my 

request for two sausages and chips was responded to by bringing me a large plate 

of chips and two ‘sausage burgers’- £6.50 please! However, by now I had 

discovered that the hosts had done a free 16-page programme, their first issue 

either ever, or for some considerable time. This was a match between the top of 

the table hosts and their bottom of the table visitors. Earlier in the morning M & 

B’s fixture secretary had told me not to under estimate Rayleigh. Perhaps he 

should have told his team this as well! I watched the game from the 300-seater 

stand from where I got a good view. It was a bit noisy as the ground backs on to 

the busy A13 where traffic was continually passing by. Rayleigh took the lead on 14 

minutes by way of an own goal when an M & B player, in trying to clear the ball, 

expertly diverted a cross into his own net. But M & B were level four minutes later 

following a header from a deep cross. Rayleigh went ahead again on 24 minutes, 

but M & B equalised again a minute later. For most of the rest of the game the 

only difference between the sides was the erratic passing of the visitors, but in the 

last few minutes Rayleigh stirred themselves and they missed two very good 

chances, at least, to win the match. Overall a decent day out. 
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