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TT No.45: Steve Hardy – Saturday 21st October 2017; Redditch Borough v Wake 

Green Amateurs; Birmingham FA Saturday Vase First Round; Result: 0-2; Admission: 

Free, Programme: No; Attendance: 51 

Another week and another County cup competition for me. This time it was the 

middle ranking of the 3 Saturday cups run by the Birmingham FA, the Saturday 

Vase, and my destination was Redditch.  

Redditch Borough started life as Redditch United Reserves and set off on their own 

in 2014, joining the then Midland Combination. Now absorbed in to the Midland 

league, they are currently playing in Division Two which is at step 7 of the non-

league pyramid. In contrast, their visitors today, Wake Green Amateurs, are a very 

old club having started in 1925. They play in the Premier Division of the 

Birmingham & District League which isn’t in the national pyramid system, but 

recent clubs to leave the BDL have gone straight in to Division 3 of the Midland 

league. Given the two-division gulf between the teams, most people seemed to 

think the Borough were a home banker. Not me however, as I have seen a great 

many matches in the Birmingham & District league and knew that Wake Green 

were no mugs.  

So, it turned out, with Borough enjoying most of the possession but not able to get 

too close to the Wake Green goal to get a shot off. WGA relied on breakaways, and 

it was from one of those that they took the lead in the 26th minute. At half time 

the other groundhoppers in attendance were saying Borough should have been at 

least 4 goals ahead, which I didn’t quite see myself. What we did agree on though, 

was that the game needed a quick response from Borough if they were to get 

anything out of the game. Well, we got a quick response, but it wasn’t from 

Borough, as a WGA forward set off on a mazy run towards the Borough penalty 

area after 50 minutes, where he was unceremoniously hacked down for a penalty. 

The spot kick was scored with ease and at 2-0 that was it for the Borough, with no 

way back. The action took place on Borough’s new ground at the Mettis Aerospace 

Sports & Social club in the Batchley district of Redditch, not a million miles from 

the Redditch United’s ground which is also on the Bromsgrove Road. A large car 

park is in front of the huge social club, and to your left, past a 3g caged pitch is 

the grass pitch used by Borough. A few spectator improvements have been made to 

the ground, with a small area of covered standing down one side of the pitch, and 

hard standing along two sides as well. The changing room block is behind one goal 

and refreshments were available from a mobile burger van which had set up next 

to the changing rooms. I went to the match by train, with bus 42/43 from the bus 

station opposite the railway station being just four stops down the Bromsgrove 

road from the ground. 
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