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TT No.47: Brian Buck - Saturday 21st October 2017. Tollesbury v Dedham Old Boys 

Reserves; Essex & Suffolk Border League Division 3; Result: 6-1; Attendance: 20 

approx.  

Today was forecast to be a very windy as Storm Brian passed over the UK and it 

was. But rather like with me, things turned out to be not quite as bad as I was led 

to believe. So, because of this I held back on deciding where I should go until the 

morning of the game and picked somewhere more easterly where the wind would 

be at its lightest. I checked out the game with the club’s fixture secretary, who 

admitted that it was a bit blowy where she was and added that she had just taken 

her dog for a walk. On the basis that she came back with it she assumed that the 

match would be on! So off I went, arriving at the ground at about 90 minutes 

before kick-off. There was one car in the car park and that belonged to the ref. I 

knew that he was the ref because he looked smart and had a shirt and tie on. No 

one apart from match officials ‘dresses’ up for matches like these! Anyway, as he 

was adamant the game would be played, unless one or both of the teams refused, I 

headed off to the pub, where I had a very nice pre-match meal and had a good 

chat to the locals while I was eating it. The highlight of this encounter was a 

discussion on how to serve leeks! Apparently, the problem doesn’t arise here as a 

leek has never walked into this pub! Back at the ground it remained very windy, 

but the sun was out. So, most people stood on the far side of the pitch, where the 

sun wasn’t in one’s eyes and the cross wind was near enough behind our backs. 

Tollesbury are top of this league whilst Dedham are mid table. The hosts played 

into the wind in the first half and found the going tough in what became something 

of an endurance test. On 23 minutes Dedham took the lead, but on 39 minutes 

Tollesbury equalised from the spot. The general consensus of opinion was that it 

should not have been given as it was a fair tackle. Afterwards even the ref was 

uncertain, even though he had a clear view of the incident from about five yards 

away. After the break Tollesbury made full use of the wind and once they got to 

grips with the wind and Dedham tired facing it, they rattled home five goals in the 

last twenty minutes, some of them good ones. Overall a decent day out despite 

the blustery conditions. 
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