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TT No.64: Brian Buck - Friday 17th November 2017; West Ham United U23 v Derby 

County U23; Premier League 2 Division 1; Venue: played at London Stadium, 

Stratford; Result: 1-5; Attendance 1,208. 

I don’t often tick off new Football League grounds these days, mainly because I’ve 

been to most of them, but tonight was an opportunity to watch a match here for 

free. My good friend of the Beds County League, Peter Francis, knows a West Ham 

United season ticket holder and if you are one then these games here are free, 

even though they rarely play at The London Stadium. So; we went to the game by 

train. We had left earlier than we needed to. But it took us longer to get to 

Stratford than we expected. On arrival we set off for the ground. But soon it 

became obvious we were going the wrong way, especially as I espied Canary Wharf 

in the distance! We asked a couple of locals where to ground was, but they were 

foreign and hadn’t got a clue. Then we found a couple of taxi drivers who put us 

straight. It seemed to take about twenty minutes to get there, but we finally 

spotted the stadium in front of us with a gigantic helter-skelter, lit up in gory red.  

£20 to have a go on it apparently! Anyway, after a quick body search, we were still 

one of the first inside the ground. I have to say that despite all the negative 

comments I’ve heard about it, I was actually quite impressed. Tonight, everyone 

was sat in a block of seats which gets shunted out of the way for athletics in the 

summer. As for the match, it was played on Children in Need night. Watching West 

Ham play was more like watching Adults in Need! They went a goal down after just 

28 seconds and further goals on 21 and 37 minutes saw it game over by the break. 

Despite fielding a strong team and having the same, or perhaps more possession 

than Derby, they couldn’t defend and seemed shot shy. Further Derby goals on 48 

and 51 minutes didn’t help, but what did was the fact that after this Derby 

declared and West Ham then dominated, getting a goal back on 69 minutes and 

having a few other attempts as well. 
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