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TT No.66: Brian Buck – Saturday 25th November 2017; Holy Rood v St Albans 

Romans Reserves; Hertfordshire & Borders Churches League Division 2; Venue: 

played at Harefield Academy, Northwood Road; Kick-Off: 10.30; Result: 2-2; 

Attendance: 2.  

Looking for a game prior to going on to watch Spurs play at Wembley, I picked out 

this match, which also gave me a new ground. When I left home, there was still a 

layer of frost on the ground, but on my arrival here, it had all gone. It was still 

very cold though and so before the game started and after having a chat to the 

ref, who I knew, I circled the pitch, looking for the best place to stand, out of the 

icy wind and away from the benches. On my walk I encountered one player who 

told me that he hadn’t played football for over two years, before adding that he 

was an ex-semi-professional player. Then just as thought that I was going to have 

the ‘honour’ of being the only spectator, a friend turned up to ruin things! 

Actually, there were four spectators in the first half, but two of them were killing 

time before a girl’s match started on an adjacent pitch. Looked like Watford v 

Barnet to me. Anyway, my eyes were fully focused on ‘my’ game which was played 

out on a flat, well maintained pitch. The hosts, who are associated with Holy Rood 

church in Watford, took the lead with just 11 seconds played. But St Albans 

Romans, named after some Romans who used to live in St Albans, before their 

neighbours got annoyed, equalised on 28 minutes with a long-range daisy cutter of 

a shot which went in just inside the post. But the hosts regained the lead on 36 

minutes when the keeper pushed a hard hit shot up in the air and it was nodded 

home before he could have another go at stopping it. Then in the 50th minute of 

this decent game the equaliser came from a corner, when the scorer headed home 

from a back header. 
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