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TT No.69: Brian Buck - Saturday 16th December 2017; Royal Holloway Old Boys v 

AFC Spelthorne Sports; Surrey Elite Intermediate League Intermediate Division 

Challenge Cup 1st Round; Result: 5-4aet; Attendance: 8.  

When I left home shortly before 9.30am the masterplan was to drive to 

Biggleswade, to pick up a passenger and then head off to Hatfield where both us 

were due to be picked up, with a view to ending up at Team Dudley in the West 

Midlands. But on arrival at Biggleswade my friend was already on the blower and it 

transpired that overnight snow had caused that game to be called off. I then rang 

up a ground I needed in Norfolk, but that was about to be called off due to a 

frozen pitch. So, we hit on the idea of visiting the Excel Centre, a new ground 

shared by Walton & Hersham and Walton Casuals and that’s where we went.  

We arrived here some two and a half hours before kick-off and ascertained that 

the game was on. But we had also noticed that the weather was quite warmish and 

so rather than waste a Saturday doing a 3G pitch we or I decided that we should 

look for a grass pitch game. I had visiting Royal Holloway Old Boys in my mind for 

some time and today they had a 1.30pm kick off. This was ideal for us and we 

arrived here just about 15 minutes before kick-off. As we entered the grounds of 

the College we were immediately greeted by sight of this wonderful college, first 

opened for women in 1886 by Queen Victoria. But it wasn’t until 1965 that they 

finally let men in. Bet they got frozen waiting outside! So, although we made no 

attempt to look at it more closely (no time) pictures of it, both inside and outside 

make it look like a palace and it’s truly stunning. Meanwhile there was a game 

about to happen and I was able to watch it from a balcony on the halfway line, 

which I shared with a video camera, put there by the Spelthorne goalkeeper, to 

focus on his performance.  

This was a very competitive game, between first and third in the league and the 

hosts took the lead on 2 minutes. Then the first of many bookings followed three 

minutes later, for a dive. Later on, Spelthorne complained when play was stopped 

when a home player was poleaxed when the ball hit him in the face. “It’s not a 

head injury ref!” one of them said! On 39 minutes when in my opinion the 

aforementioned Spelthorne keeper was lucky not to be sent off when he appeared 

to take out an onrushing Holloway player. But the ref only booked the home 

player. However, the ball did end up in the net for 2-0! At half time the keeper 

asked me my opinion, telling me that he didn’t touch him! On the stroke of half 

time Spelthorne pulled a goal back and on 53 minutes they equalized. Five minutes 

later Holloway regained the lead and this goal was scored by the son of the 

watching Gordon Bartlett, the former long serving manager of Wealdstone. 

However, goals on 60 and 62 minutes, saw Spelthorne now go into a 4-3 lead. But 

three minutes later Holloway scored again the make it 4-4. With no more goals 

coming in normal time, the match went into extra time and in the by now seriously 

fading light it seemed that the game would go to spot kicks. But on 120(+1) 



minutes Holloway suddenly scored the winner with a 20-yard direct free kick to 

end this thoroughly entertaining match. Afterwards we headed off to nearby 

Egham Town to watch the closing stages of their game against Hanwell Town. 

Having not been here since 3 November 1981 when I saw them lose 2-0 to 

Eastbourne United in a Berger Isthmian League Division 2 match, I could barely 

remember anything as to how the ground was then. But today I found it to be a 

decent set up, although I doubt very much if the occupants of the newly built 

houses just before you enter the ground would agree! 
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