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TT No.7: Keith Aslan - Saturday 12th August 2017; JARROW v Easington Colliery; 
Northern League Div. 2; Kick-Off: 14.59; Result: 3-2; Admission: £5; Programme: 
£1; Attendance: 116 (81 home, 22 away & 14neutral) 

Jarrow have made it into the Northern League at last and there is a buzz about the 
place to complement their new- found status. The ground is a 15-minute walk from 
Brockley Whinns metro station, the same alighting point for Jarrow Roofing which 
is 25 minutes in the opposite direction. The ground is pretty basic, obviously 
enclosed, railed and floodlit with the obligatory Atcost structure, one of the 
smaller examples of the genre and, it would have been woefully inadequate to 
shelter the crowd had the incessant precipitation not taken a welcome tea break 
during the match. Pies, burgers and my personal favourite, hot dogs, were on sale 
an hour before kick-off but somewhere to sit and eat them out of the rain would 
have been welcome. There is no clubhouse here. Badges were also available for 
metal detectorists. 

There are two large flags tied up behind the goal with one of them proudly stating 
that 'there is only one team in Jarrow'. When I queried the numerical accuracy of 
that statement with an official, I was put right in no uncertain terms. Jarrow 
Roofing don't play in Jarrow, it is in fact the name of a local company. Now I didn't 
think that sort of advertising was allowed at this level, but I suppose you can 
forgive the F.A. for not picking up on it, they must have their hands full at the 
moment, with the banning of cutting pretty patterns into a football pitch. It's good 
to see them tackling the major issues that blight our national sport. How often 
have you heard the plaintive lament from football supporters "if only the pitch was 
cut in straight lines". 

Having rained all morning up to kick off, and again in the evening, the weather 
gods took pity on the spectators and the sun shone during the game in which 
Jarrow garnered their first Northern League points at the third attempt with an 
exciting comeback. As half time approached the home side were 2-0 down with 43 
minutes on the clock. When the referee blew up for the interval dead on 45, it was 
2-2, meaning some hasty alterations to both managers half time team talks. Jarrow 
got a deserved winner 20 minutes from the end of an entertaining game of 
football. 

I might have mentioned referee’s punctuality on an odd occasion before, but I 
make no apologies for starting the season off by saying that I can't recall ever 
having been at a Northern League game that's kicked off late and today was no 
exception. It's so basic why can't other leagues do it? So, hats off to Mike Amos 
(inventor of the Groundhop) and his crew for running a highly professional league. I 
assume there's no secret to it, you just tell the referees to start on time and they 
do. Simple. And while on the subject of punctuality, Virgin Trains were spot on 
both ways today. What is happening? 
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