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TT No.74: Keith Aslan - Saturday December 30th 2017; SCARBOROUGH ATHLETIC v 

Clitheroe. Northern Premier North Division; Kick-Off: 15.00; Result: 4-1; 

Admission: £10, a fiver for old people; Programme: £3(!); Official Attendance: 

1001 

Ex. Football league towns whose clubs have been exiled from their homes all have 

the same problems on their return, the grounds they come back to are woefully 

inadequate for their attendances. Maidstone and Darlington spring to mind and to 

that list should be added Scarborough. Although todays gate just about reached 

four figures the only decent vantage-point to be had was in the main elevated 

stand, and like Darlington these are local seats for local people, if you aren't a 

season ticket holder you can forget it and it's downstairs to be hemmed-in at pitch 

level. Only 1 point off an automatic promotion place, improvements are projected 

to comply with a higher status, but since when has ground grading got anything to 

do with spectators? Truth of the matter is they need a bigger ground and while it 

would be easy to extend it along the far touch-line I would imagine the money isn't 

there. The clubhouse at the top of the stand is a bit too antiseptic for my taste but 

is somewhere to watch the football results after the game. You would have to be 

very thirsty to join the long queue at the bar. 

It's a twenty-minute walk from the station, if travelling by train you can see the 

ground on the right-hand side as you enter the town. I went for a bracing walk 

along the sea front before the game, I've always liked the fading grandeur of 

Scarborough and while it wasn't looking at its best today, going this time of year, 

you avoid the crowds. As for the match, the Clitheroe Kids were no match for the 

home side who took another step to what their supporters regard as an inevitable 

promotion. The recent rainfall was irrelevant to the pristine plastic, a perfect 

surface which produced an entertaining game of football. The double issue 

programme was a bit pricey at £3 and I didn't see anyone else that had one. O.K. I 

suppose most people would have bought it for the Boxing Day fixture but I would 

still have expected to see one or two dotted about in such a large crowd. They 

went around the ground selling team sheets which also had forthcoming fixtures 

and away travel arrangements. £3 for a programme, 20p for a team sheet? I 

wonder how many fans went for the cheaper option. 

A few random jottings. For the third week in succession my game kicked of exactly 

when it was supposed to, this must be some kind of record (don't forget records 

only began with the advent of the premier league, the other 100 plus years of 

football didn't exist.) I'm going to an Isthmian League game on New Year’s Day and 

if that game starts on time then I must have travelled into a parallel universe. The 

Dickens pub. in Scarborough town Centre does a superb steak and chips served by a 

very obliging waitress. The trains behaved themselves although I noted if I had 

turned up at Broadstairs station and asked for a single to Scarborough I would have 

been charged £208. I obviously misheard the politicians when they said fares would 



be cheaper with privatization. The community police officers in Scarborough were 

all wearing beanie hats with police written on them. Seriously this is part of their 

uniform. Nothing says 'authority' quite like a beanie hat! And York station has a 

group of people who have 'Security Ambassador' emblazoned on their high visibility 

jackets. What is the world coming to? 
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