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TT No.75: Brian Buck - Saturday 30th December 2017; Team Dudley v Newport 

Town; West Midlands (Regional) League Division 1; Venue: played at Dudley 

College, Priory Road Football Complex; Result: 1-3; Attendance: 40 approx.  

I was due to appear here two weeks earlier, but snow on this 3G pitch put a stop 

to that. But today I was offered a lift, with my kind chauffer dropping me off on 

the way before going elsewhere. This meant that I could get a few pints down me 

before kick-off. Although the first pub I went in had football on TV, where I saw 

the dregs of a rather ordinary Celtic – Rangers derby, it didn’t have any food 

whatsoever, including crisps. So, it was off to the next pub which satisfied my 

basic requirements. Here I met an interesting bunch of people, including Mr 

Dudley. I was told that he had been around since time began, but when I found out 

his age, I was surprised that he was only ten years older than me! Actually, I was a 

bit worried as he looked well into his eighties! Then a couple appeared who knew 

him and I got chatting to them, especially the lady, who it transpired can’t read or 

write. It was brave of her to tell me this, but I did fear for her when she went off 

to the toilets! Meanwhile, back at the ground it was all systems go. No programme 

today and as 3G grounds go at this level it was very basic. You could get inside the 

cage, but spectator viewing was limited to about a third of one side only. 

Nonetheless the surrounds were quite pleasing on the eye. This match was 

between fourth and first in the league. Without being especially convincing early 

on, you could see why Newport Town are top of this division. However, it was 

Team Dudley, seemingly a University side connected with Dudley College, who 

took a first half lead on 34 minutes, just as they were starting to get into the 

match. Time for some refreshments at the break. No bar here, but you can get tea 

and coffee here from a table just outside the dressing rooms. This comes with a 

free biscuit! In the second half and on 53 minutes, one of the lino’s flags broke. 

So, he went to the changing rooms to borrow one of the refs and when he 

returned, he was asked by a spectator, “Does it work?” On 60 minutes Newport, 

playing slightly better now, equalized. However, in my humble opinion they were 

still there for the taking. But on 85 minutes a momentum tackle saw them awarded 

a spot kick. But rather than send off the player who made the tackle, he gave a 

second yellow card, followed by a red, to the recipient of the tackle. The spot kick 

was converted and then four minutes later and with Team Dudley pushing up, a 

third Newport goal sealed for them a decent quality game. 
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