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TT No.82: Brian Buck – Tuesday 16th January 2018; RAF v Tamworth X1; Friendly 

Match; Venue: played at RAF Cosford; Result: 3-0; Attendance: 80 approx.  

These days I don’t normally venture out this far for a midweek game, but when a 

friend rings you up and asks if you want a lift and you are available then you go! 

Thanks Craig (Dabbs). RAF Cosford is roughly half way between Telford and 

Wolverhampton, just off Junction 3 of the M54. So, having left Bedford at about 

4pm we were on site just over two and a half hours later, noticing immediately 

that it was much colder up here. 

First task was to pick up a copy of the free 12-page programme. This was achieved 

quite easily. Then it was food time. Nothing on site though. They don’t have a 

license to sell food and drink and we were told that it would cost about £1,000 to 

get one! So, it was off to the Spa shop across the road for some goodies. Next it 

was back into the relative warmth of the clubhouse and out of the biting wind, to 

eat it. Then just before the start it was back outside and time for coffee, free with 

a recommended 50p donation! I wouldn’t say it was hot, but my plastic spoon 

melted as I stirred my coffee with it!  

Then it was into the stand from where a good view of proceedings could be had, 

even allowing that the pitch was in the middle of a running track. The stand 

seemed to hold roughly 200 people, perhaps a bit less. By now the running track 

was starting to ice up, but the stand did seem to protect us from most of the wind. 

Despite all this the RAF keeper had a short-sleeved shirt on! The match was quite 

physical at times, but without friction. The RAF took a 34th minute lead when the 

scorer won a 50/50 tackle and ran on to score. Soon after this it started to sleet 

and after the break this turned into snow for about ten minutes, settling at times, 

causing us to start worrying if we going to be able to get home. But once it 

stopped things were OK. The RAF then went on to score further goals, on 68 

minutes with a rising shot with the keeper unsighted and right on time with a well-

placed cross shot. Then after clearing the frozen ice off the windscreen it was 

back home, where conditions were less threatening. It’s grim up north! 
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