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TT No.85: Brian Buck - Saturday 27th January 2018; Scarborough Athletic v 

Prescot Cables; Evo-Stick Northern Premier League North; Result: 3-0; Attendance: 

1,342.  

With my intended chauffeur for today wisely deciding against driving me to a game 

to Gloucester, because of the bad weather there, I was able to ‘switch providers’ 

at short notice and without any penalty fees either! So, it was that I found myself 

being picked up relatively close to home and just over three and a half hours later 

we had arrived at the ground.  

Soon we were in the club bar, the entrance to which was at ground floor level. 

From here we could see the pitch, which was down below us, entrance to which 

was at the back of the main stand. These days I really need to sit down if it is all 

possible, so I explained my position to the helpful club officials and enquired if 

they had any seats available. I was expecting a negative response as I had 

understood that they are all taken by season ticket holders, but I was surprised 

when I was told that they had one seat left, which I bought. It offered me a good 

view of the game as well. This was an hour and three quarters before kick-off 

though.  

In truth we couldn’t be bothered to do the tourist business round Scarborough. 

Done it all before though. So, we stayed in the clubhouse where they had food and 

drink available. It is a big clubhouse, but they have very few chairs and tables in 

it, but once again we were lucky today as we did find somewhere to sit. That 

would have been my only gripe today. I was in my seat just before kick-off and 

what a wonderful atmosphere there was. It’s a long while since I’ve been to a non-

league game played in a ground which was basically full and it was hard to believe 

that they got another 400 people in here for their opening game, a friendly match 

against Sheffield United. This ground also has a very scenic view of the hill and a 

road rising steeply from the far side of the pitch.  Scarborough Athletic were 

formed in 2007, just after the demise of Scarborough FC, who used to play about 

200 yards away, as the crow flies. Until this season they played most of their 

games in Bridlington, hence the excitement of returning to their home town this 

season. At the same time Scarborough Town were formed and they played more 

locally and I saw them play home games on two different grounds. But once 

Athletic got the go ahead to get this ground built, their dreams quickly died.  

So, it was that in front of an enthusiastic expectant crowd, Athletic took the lead 

on 26 minutes, from just inside the penalty area with scorer unmarked. This goal 

was also kind to one of our passengers who won £40 by having the right Golden 

Goal ticket! The second goal came on 37 minutes after the scorer was played in 

and ran on. This was slightly harsh on the visitors as they had been having plenty 

of possession without looking like scoring. At half time I discovered that the chap 

sitting next to me knew me, which surprised me because I was over 200 miles from 

home! The second half in this no friction game saw Athletic look comfortable with 



their lead as Prescot seemed unable to do much about it and a third Athletic goal 

right at the end was well justified. Afterwards we got away quite quickly and 

savoured this memorable day as we made our way home. 
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