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TT No.86: Steve Hardy – Saturday 3rd February 2018; Old Hill Vets v Shirley 

Athletic Vets; Birmingham & District League Vets Cup; Result: 2-6; Admission: 

Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 4 h/c 

Once again, a 3G pitch comes to the rescue. This week though, I actually wanted 

to visit it, as opposed to the ‘everything on grass is rained off, so a plastic pitch it 

is then’ attitude I have adopted in recent weeks. 

The match was originally on the fixture bulletin as a Shirley Athletic home match. I 

thought at the time that Shirley were the only ground left for me to visit in the 

BADL, so as the game was postponed week after week through the bad weather, I 

got more and more frustrated. This week’s bulletin said ‘game switched to Old 

Hill’ though, so a quick text to the very helpful Shirley Secretary gave me the 

address of Old Hill’s ground, and I hadn’t been there - woo-hoo! 

The ground in question is actually a school, Leasowes High School in Halesowen, to 

be exact. At the back of the school is a brand new floodlit 3G pitch in a cage, 

where spectators are allowed in, and can wander around all four sides too, which 

was a bonus. 

I had seen a couple of games previously in the BADL vets cup competition, so I 

knew that any thoughts that this match would see 22 elderly men tottering around 

the pitch for 90 minutes was entirely spurious. These games are taken VERY 

seriously, the players are fit and the play is often aggressive. A tad too aggressive 

in today’s match though, and we had 2 ‘sending’s-off’, a ten-minute sin binning, 

umpteen bookings, several full-on punch-ups involving all 22 players and, oh yes, 

some decent football played as well! 

It was 1-1 at half time, with Shirley’s early lead being cancelled out by a wickedly 

deflected own goal on 38 minutes.  

After the break, Shirley were much the better side, and moved to a 3-1 lead after 

55 minutes. Then one of their players was sin binned for handling the ball after he 

had been hacked to the ground. The extra man told briefly, and Old Hill made it 2-

3 on the hour mark. Were we in for a grand finale? Not a chance, as after the 2 

dismissals for fighting, Shirley quickly regained control to score three more times 

including a penalty in the 88th minute to round things off. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my afternoon’s entertainment today, and am looking forward 

to recompleting the league when Shirley Athletic finally play a home game! 
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