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TT No.92: Steve Hardy – Saturday 17th February 2017; Goldenhill Wanderers v 

Keele University Reserves; Staffordshire County Senior League Division Two; 

Result: 3-3; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 10 (h/c) 

Not the match I intended to watch when I set off, but arriving at Waterhouses to 

watch Staffordshire Moorlands v Cannock United, and finding the place deserted, 

meant an extremely quick dash across the county to Burslem, and the new home of 

Goldenhill Wanderers. 

The last time I visited Goldenhill Wanderers, in 2008, they were playing at 

Sandyford Cricket Club. This season has seen a move to Westport Road, in Burslem, 

and the Trubshaw Cross Lads & Dads club. Quite an impressive facility this is too, 

with three full sized pitches at different levels of this notoriously hilly part of 

Stoke. The barbed wire laden dressing room block apparently houses a tea bar, as I 

saw several people with steaming cups of coffee pitch-side, but I just couldn’t find 

out where the entrance was! 

On the pitch, mid table Wanderers were entertaining the third from bottom stiffs 

of Keele University. My initial thoughts were that GW looked to have more about 

them than the students, who seemed very tentative to start with. Even having a 

player sent off after just 8 minutes didn’t change my opinion and sure enough the 

ten men of GW took the lead after 25 minutes. Strangely, they seemed to go back 

in to their shells at this point. The students started to get more confident, and 

played some super football too on a very heavy pitch, and were rewarded with an 

equaliser on 31 minutes. 

1-1 at half time, and with an ear-bashing for the Wanderers players, from their 

Manager, still ringing in their ears, GW started the second half with a bang with 2 

goals in 2 minutes. At 3-1 down, it all could have imploded for Keele, but it didn’t. 

All credit to them for pulling one back on 54 minutes, but they seemed to have 

blown their chance when one of their players was shown a straight red for an off 

the ball incident on the hour. The last thirty minutes was all Keele though, and 

they finally got their deserved reward with the equaliser on 86 minutes. 

So, another top afternoon out in the Potteries. Shame it wasn’t at the ground I had 

set off to visit, but that will be for another day. 
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