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TT No.95: Keith Aslan – Saturday 24th February 2018; PONTARDAWE v AFC Porth; 

Welsh League Division 2; Kick-Off: 14.03; Result: 4-0. Admission & Programme: £4; 

Attendance: 34 (32 home, 1 away & 1 neutral) 

With the glorious sunshine casting a refulgent glow over the valleys this was a good 

place to spend a winter Saturday afternoon. Neath is the 'gorsaf' for this one with a 

half hourly service leaving from the bus station where a big computer screen told 

me my bus was leaving from Bay 8. Bay 8 has a leaflet stuck to the window dated 

17th April 2017 saying all Pontardawe buses now leave from Bay 4. Clearly 10 

months is too shorter timescale to change the computer. I never cease to wonder 

that I live on a planet so advanced it can send a rocket 100-million-miles to Mars 

and we know exactly where it is, but mankind hasn't devised an accurate computer 

programme to give correct information on where buses are going to stop! 

On arrival in town the hungry hopper should visit the Pontadrdawe Diner for a top-

notch meal run by a delightful mother/daughter combo. Directly opposite is Greggs 

so it's lucky I'm a very greedy person and I finished off with a cream slice from the 

world-famous bakery chain, and of course that all important tick. If time is 

pressing hot drinks and burgers are available at the ground. The Welsh league will 

cease to exist in a couple of years with a wholesale reorganization about to take 

place that is, put simply, ludicrous. The clubs weren't consulted about the 

changes, they don't appear to be a very important part of this brave new world. 

The Welsh FA recently inspected Pontardawe’s ground and told them what they 

need to be part of this exciting future. A good football team you may be thinking. 

Nope, it's a 250 seat stand which they haven't got the money to build and which 

the impartial observer might find to be a little over the top for today’s crowd of 

34. Oh yes and because, through no fault of their own there isn't any water in the 

on-site dressing rooms at the moment they will be thrown out of the league 

anyway at the end of the season if they don't get it sorted. Plenty of water in the 

nearby Leisure Centre but apparently the changing rooms there are too far away. 

Rules are rules you know. And common sense is common sense boys. It seems to 

me the Welsh FA are making decisions that aren't in the best interests of their 

member clubs. 

The ground is typical of the Welsh league, fully enclosed, railed with a small 

Atcost structure on the half way line. On arrival I was greeted by the secretary 

who presented me with an envelope with my name on it and a cracking 32-page 

programme inside. Although he has spent his whole life in the town, he supports 

Queens Park Rangers. Long story. A.F.C. Porth aren't having a particularly good 

season and it wouldn't be unfair to suggest there is room for improvement on the 

current record of played 17, lost 17. And while this result is no surprise, they 

weren't outclassed and this team could certainly hold their own in the division 

below which is where they will be next season (unless of course they build a 250-



seat stand). Also mention must be made of lineswoman Rebecca Thomas. One to 

look out for next time you're watching football in this part of the world. 

The sun shone, the buses, tubes and trains all behaved themselves, and the locals 

were friendly. All rather nice. 
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