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TT No.107: Brian Buck - Tuesday 11th February 2020; Stotfold v London Lions; 

Spartan South Midlands League Division 1; Venue: played at New Roker Park; 

Result: 0-0; Attendance: 158.  

Tonight, I took in the second game to be played at the hosts new ground, the first 

being on the previous Saturday when in bright sunshine, 644 spectators turned up 

to watch Stotfold win 5-3 against Shefford Town & Campton. There were not so 

many people here this evening, but being easy to walk to from Arlesey railway 

station, some of the ‘big hitters’ on the Groundhopping circuit were present. 

Sadly, one of those wasn’t the legendary Mick Burt who sadly passed away a few 

days earlier.  

My first visit to the old Roker Park was for a friendly match on 24 July 1979, when 

Stotfold were beaten 6-0 by Barnet. Overall, I saw 258 matches there and it is 

currently my fourth most visited ground, but now it will soon have houses built on 

it. Like most of the committee and spectators alike, some of whom didn’t really 

want to move, we have come to accept that although it will be missed, the time 

had come to move on.  

The new ground exceeded my expectations. I drove past it a few times while it was 

being built and never expected the end result to look like this. In fact, the 

doubters at the old ground seemed to have quickly changed their minds now! It has 

a grass pitch, flanked on either side by two stands, the seated one holding around 

150 seats and the non-seating stand, I would guess holds about 100. Obviously, it’s 

very clean looking and the floodlights are bright. The clubhouse is spacious and it’s 

going to serve the club very well for many years to come. Like nearby Biggleswade 

Town’s ground, space has been left to expand if they become really successful. 

The club also do an informative programme, which includes regular articles by a 

very well-known Groundhopper! The problem I had tonight though was, sitting in 

the seats, I got frozen, even with my full complement of winter clothing on for the 

first time this season. At one point I even had to tie up my shoe laces as my feet 

got cold. But the club recognise this and I believe that as time goes on, they intend 

to plant some trees outside the perimeter fencing to try and make the ground feel 

more enclosed, as the previous one was, but this will take time.  

As for the match, well, it didn’t yield a goal. Stotfold had the wind behind them in 

the first half and preferring to play a long ball game, the ball ran away from them 

too often. They did better after the break and for about twenty minutes they had 

chances they nearly scored from. But ironically the visitors had the best chance of 

the evening, hitting the crossbar on 81 minutes. Better days will come on the 

pitch, but off it the Stotfold committee can relax a bit now as most of the stresses 

over getting the new ground built are over and they can get on and enjoy it. 
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