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TT No.108: Brian Buck – Saturday 15th February 2020; St Panteleimon v New 

Salamis; Spartan South Midlands League Division 1; Venue: played at Middlesex FA 

Rectory Park Facility, Northolt; Result: 1-1; Attendance: 85.  

Today storm Dennis was being a right menace, so with the strong wind and heavy 

rain coming from all angles, it was difficult to know where to go and even more 

difficult if visiting a new ground was part of your equation. In the morning on 

Twitter, games were being declared either on or off with equal frequency. But 

there were two big players in this. Firstly, the weather forecasters, ever anxious 

not to get their knickers in a twist since Michael Fish did in 1987 and secondly, 

would the match officials themselves over react, like one at Edgware did when he 

postponed a game right on kick-off time because on the 3G pitch one corner flag 

kept blowing over!  

Anyway, we settled on this game and on our arrival, we were hopeful that 

everything would be okay because there was already a girls’ game taking place on 

our 3G pitch. After getting some assurances that the game would go ahead, we 

nipped off to a nearby pub for refreshments. On our return we were met by a load 

of Groundhoppers hanging around in the foyer. This could mean only one thing. 

The arrival of some programmes was imminent, even though I thought that they 

did them on line only here. Ultimately, they produced about 150 of them, which 

was complete overkill and they turned up just as the match was about to start.  

The facilities here were in one respect better than I had expected in that they had 

two seated stands, each seating about 50 spectators. There are two 3G pitches 

side by side here and I had thought that each pitch would get one stand each, so 

that was a bonus, as most of the crowd fitted quite nicely into the stands. The 

down side was that this is a one-sided ground. This facility was built in the middle 

of the large Rectory Park, so they could have easily made it four-sided.  

As for the match, it was wind and probably rain affected, but conditions were 

never as bad as forecasted. However, when top of the table St Panteleimon took 

the league on 4 minutes with a 50-yard direct free kick, it was wind assisted, as 

the scorer just touched the ball and it flew into the net. For some strange reason 

they then tried to defend this lead for the remainder of the game, without 

seriously trying to score again. Perhaps this was not the best of ideas, as their 

opponents were second in the league and eventually, they paid the price and New 

Salamis equalised on 90(+5) minutes. Soon after the game finished there was an 

incident. I suspected it just started out as some kind of teasing, but soon it 

developed into a full scale punch up and from what I saw, this didn’t involve many 

players, or for that matter any Groundhoppers! But bearing in mind that these two 

sides used to compete in the KOPA (Cypriot League) punch ups in games involving 

these sides aren’t so unusual. Despite this we could hear the police arriving, just 

after we left the ground, glad to have got a game in. 
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