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TT No.111: Steve Hardy – Saturday 22nd February 2020; Thorpe Acre v Quorn 

Rangers; North Leicestershire League Championship Division; Kick-Off: 12.00 noon; 

Result: 1-2; Admission: Free; Programme: No; Attendance: 2 h/c 

With the deluge the Midlands has suffered over the last few weeks, grass pitches 

that weren’t flooded were at a premium today. I decided that 3G was the way 

forward early on, and it cut out all the stress of ‘is it on or off’ straight away. 

There was quite a choice of 3G doubles I could have gone to in Manchester, 

Nottingham at here in Loughborough, but I eventually plumped for this one. 

Well done to Thorpe Acre, who realised their normal venue was unplayable early in 

the week, and booked the 3G pitch at the East Leake Leisure Centre. With normal 

tenants East Leake Robins playing at 2.00pm, Thorpe were more than happy to 

play at noon, and I was more than happy to visit them. 

The match was 3rd v 2nd in the league’s ‘Championship’ Division. That is Division 

one to you and me, and it turned out to be a very keenly fought game indeed. With 

the game starting early, Quorn actually took the lead before the game should have 

started with a somewhat dubious penalty in the second minute. Thorpe equalised 

in the 9th minute before Rangers retook the lead in the 19th minute, and that was 

the end of the scoring. The second half should have seen a few more goals, I 

reckon, but it wasn’t to be. 

The early start, and a five-minute half time, gave me an extra 15 minutes to get to 

match two. Just as well too, as the back roads were flooded and took careful 

driving to navigate. Not that that mattered to the 4x4 drivers who just accelerated 

and ploughed through at 60mph, splashing everyone else in the process. 
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