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TT No.21: Brian Buck - Saturday 24th August 2019; Dereham Taverners v Watton 

United Reserves; Barnes Print Central & South Norfolk League Division 1; Venue: 

played at Scarning Playing Field; Result: 5-2; Attendance: 15 approx.  

Although there were no trains today from London to Peterborough and Cambridge, 

there were trains from Cambridge to King’s Lynn and I joined one at Cambridge 

North. Then from the bus stop right outside King's Lynn station I picked up one of 

the half hourly Peterborough to Norwich buses. But it ran late and was almost half 

an hour late by the time I got off at Dereham. The bus actually passed through 

nearby Scarning on the way, but there are no pubs in Scarning. So, I got my fix in 

Dereham and then returned. But because I thought that the return buses might run 

late as well, I took no chances and I got there much earlier than I needed to.  

As there was nothing to do at the ground, I nipped into the church across the road, 

which was not only cooler, but I could sit down there as well. After having some 

prolonged words with God, I was back at the ground well before kick. One of the 

questions I asked him was how come a side with Taverners in their name play at a 

place where there’s no pubs? I’m still waiting for an answer! With temperatures 

into the thirties today I was fortunate that there was some shade to stand in here 

under some trees.  

Bearing in mind the conditions and with questions over both teams’ match fitness 

they did well to put on something of a show here. The first half wasn’t great, 

despite someone from Dereham claiming that just about every pass his side made 

was “Quality!” They did take the lead on 19 minutes though when the scorer 

chased a lost cause and scored from close range. They also seemed to have the 

ball over the line again on 43 minutes. But the local VAR expert here, the ref, 

decided from his inconclusive positioning that it hadn’t crossed the line. The 

second half was much better. Dereham doubled their lead on 47 minutes, but 

Watton, playing better now, pulled a goal back on 62 minutes, only for Dereham to 

score again two minutes later. A second Watton goal on 74 minutes made the 

closing minutes interesting, especially as the Dereham keeper made a meal of 

playing on with an injury. But two goals in added on time secured Dereham the 

points.  

Then I caught the bus back to King’s Lynn, which ran precisely to time, as had the 

others I watched while the game was in progress. This is a useful bus to know 

about if you want to also visit, Narborough, Necton, Hockering and Easton by 

public transport. Overall an enjoyable day out although I was a bit sapped by the 

heat when I reached home. 
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