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TT No.37: Keith Aslan - Saturday 28th September 2019; NEWARK TOWN v Sutton 

Rovers; Central Midlands Division One North; Kick-Off: 15.00; Result: 8-2; 

Admission: £2 for the elderly; Programme: £1; Attendance: 61 (50 home, 2 away & 

9 neutral) 

Today I find myself in Newark, the only town in Britain that is an anagram of Piers 

Morgan (think about it). Originally, I was making for Lancashire but Mrs. Garstang 

sagely suggested I didn't venture in that direction so a plan 'B' was called for. First 

port of call is obviously the Traveller but second is the 'non-league programmes' 

twitter feed a must see for anybody with a penchant for paper. Here was a 

photograph of Newark Towns programme for the next day and my course was set. 

That's the Central Midlands Programme of the Year sorted then. 28 pages ‘choc’ 

full of everything a programme should be ‘choc’ full of. A tremendous effort. 

Newark play at the brand-new YMCA Activity Village not a good name for someone 

such as myself, 'Young Man', nope not any more, 'Activity', not if I can help it. It's a 

35-minute walk from the station, a bonus is you don't touch a road with the whole 

thing being along a footpath that was an old railway line which leads directly off 

from the station car park. We're once again in plastic territory and while I fully 

appreciate that clubs don't build their facilities bearing groundhoppers in mind, 

I've seen more than enough green wire fences already this season. As these things 

go this ground one was one of the better examples, plenty of standing room on all 

four sides a long pathway to the changing rooms and refreshment shack was 

bordered by an aesthetically pleasing wooden fence. Changes are afoot to appease 

the evil ground graders which include moving the changing rooms nearer the pitch, 

and cover, the latter would have been very welcome today. The BBC Weather 

forecast was spot on as usual, mostly sunny but with a few heavy showers, the wet 

stuff here came in the first half of the game and not for the first time, or last, I 

got drenched. Hot drinks and rolls were served by two obliging young girls and the 

ground must have the best tannoy in the world, you wouldn't be able to claim you 

couldn't hear it. Oh yes and it's floodlit. 

This was top v bottom and as the score-line would suggest top comfortably won 

through. Sutton were promoted last season but are finding things pretty tough at 

the higher level while Newark are clearly a club on the rise with plenty of officials 

which is always a good sign. There was great interest in the Dinnington score who 

are in second place behind the home club. There was a particular reason for this, 

Dinnington have yet to concede a goal this season in six games. Their 3-0 win today 

made it seven, some kind of record? 7-0 up at half time Newark declared at the 

break with the final two goals of the game coming from the visitors who 

celebrated them possibly a bit more than they should have done given the 

circumstances, but fair play to Sutton for not giving up. 



Today the trains did exactly what it said on the timetable so all good then. And my 

sometime girlfriend tells me Wednesday is 'Old Peoples Day' in Mongolia. Now why 

can't we have one of those over here? 
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