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TT No.53: Brian Buck – Saturday 12th October 2019; Real Haynes v Blunham; 

Bedfordshire County League Division 3; Kick-Off: 10.30am; Result: 7-0; 

Attendance: 196.  

This was the day of the 8th annual Bedfordshire County League Hop and I was able 

to take in all three games. However, for a while it looked like rain was going to 

spoil things, especially for the first match. But it didn’t really, although I suspect 

that a few more people might have turned up had it been a sunny day. Of the 

three matches which took place this one was given the most publicity and someone 

posted flyers through the letter boxes of all 500 houses in the village to try and 

people to come along. The club were also raising money for cancer research.  

So, we arrived in the rain and after parking up I looked for somewhere to sit down 

in the dry. I thought that the village hall itself might be the answer, but 

apparently it was being used for dog training. In fact, there was a lot going on 

generally as vehicles going on to a local steam rally passed the ground both before 

and during the match. Furthermore, there was some loud ‘music’ blaring out for a 

while at one point. Also, I enjoyed the cheerleaders impressively going through 

their routines throughout the match. On the negative side I heard rumours that 

they were initially charging £2 for a cup of coffee and although I’m told they later 

halved the price, I dipped out of partaking. Some of the Groundhoppers present 

had come a long way to watch these games and without exception they knew what 

the going rate should be!  

As for the game, it was very much one-way traffic and I felt a tinge sorry for 

Blunham, as being the away team for the first game of the day can be a thankless 

task. But there were no complaints from them and they got on with the job of 

losing and hopefully they would have taken comfort from the fact that they were 

playing in front of so many people. Real Haynes were 4-0 up by the break and 

despite missing a penalty, given for handball by the excellent always smiling Derek 

Osborne, they added another three goals before close of play. It would have been 

more had it not been for the heroics of the Blunham keeper. 
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