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TT No.54: Brian Buck – Saturday 12th October 2019; Stopsley United v Harlington 

Juniors; Bedfordshire County League Division 3; Venue: played at Luton 6th Form 

College, Bradgers Hill Road, Luton; Kick-Off: 1.45pm; Result: 2-3; Attendance: 

128.  

After the previous match was over most of us moved on to our second game, which 

took about half an hour to get to and here there were some problems. Being in a 

school, there wasn’t much for the Groundhoppers to do pre-match. Most of us 

were hanging around for refreshments and the all-important programme before the 

organisers turned up. Onnce they did we had to wait patiently while they got 

themselves organised. Eventually this happened and our needs were satisfied by 

the good-natured club officials. They even provided some toasted sandwiches, 

which I didn’t know about until we were leaving at the end. There was another 

problem, it that there was a dispute about the kick-off time. When details of the 

Hop were originally released this game was down as a 1.30pm start, but somehow 

in the weeks/days leading up to the match it got changed to 1.45pm. No one 

present in my earshot could explain why and eventually a Brexit type compromise 

was agreed and we started a few minutes before 1.45pm.  

As for the ground itself it was a pleasant eye-opener for the Hoppers as it had 

three steps of concrete terracing down one side, cut into a bank. The pitch was 

well maintained as well and one person thought that it might be a former crown 

bowling green, whilst someone else suggested that rugby could have been played 

here. My research later revealed that the whole site was once the home of Luton 

Grammar School, the latter theory is probably right. Unfortunately, that got 

knocked down and is now the car park, to be replaced by the 6th Form College, 

which to me looks like a Russian prison.  

As for the match, it was keenly contested, too keenly at times. The visitors took 

the lead on 7 minutes but the hosts equalised two minutes later before Harlington 

regained the lead just before the break. At half-time the ref became ill and was 

unable to continue. Luckily David Snaith the supremo of the now Defunct Luton 

District and South Beds League was present and more importantly (today) he was a 

serving referee. Although in plain clothes he borrowed the ref’s cards and soon put 

them to good use, sending off a player from each side after a punch up on 61 

minutes. He later booked two players from each side. It was the best refereeing 

performance I’ve seen by any referee this season and if a video of it was made 

then I suggest that it is sent to all referees who don’t deal with problems or abide 

by the laws of the game. It was a masterclass. On 76 minutes the visitors increased 

their lead before Stopsley scored right at the end. Then with the grateful thanks 

for our attendance by the hosts officials ringing in our ears as we left, we then 

moved onto the last game of the Hop. 
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