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TT No.55: Brian Buck - Saturday 12th October 2019; Lancot Park v Luton Allstars; 

Bedfordshire County League Division 3; Venue: played at Dunstable Cricket Club; 

Kick-Off: 4.15pm; Result: 5-1; Attendance: 118.  

We arrived at our last game of the day at 3.53pm, just about on sat nav time and 

here they were just about ready to go on the refreshments front as we walked into 

the clubhouse. I had a delicious chicken curry, washed down with a pint of cider. 

Many other Hoppers took advantage of either that or a vegetable curry. I have to 

say that it was just about the first time I had seen so many Hoppers in one room 

also silent as they tucked into their meal. Problem was that unlike myself, some of 

them were slow eaters and they either arrived at pitch side, or close to it, as they 

kicked off or a few minutes later. In this respect it would have been better had the 

previous match kicked off at 1.30pm as the extra 15 minutes it would have given 

the Hoppers more time to get prepared.  

I previously visited this ground back on 31 August 1995, when it was home to Old 

Dunstablians, before they became AFC Dunstable and they lost 6-1 to Leighton 

Athletic in a Minerva Footballs South Midlands Division 1 match (att. 35 approx.). 

Today the whole setup, just across the road from Totternhoe’s ground, looked a 

lot smarter. You had to walk round the roped off boundary of the cricket ground to 

get to the pitch. From here there were pleasant scenic rural views to be had.  

As for the match, it turned out to be rather one-sided score wise, but until they 

faded at the end the visitors fought for every ball. Indeed, it was they who took 

the lead on 34 minutes before the hosts equalised four minutes later, before 

taking the lead three minutes after that. A converted spot kick, given for a trip, 

saw Park increase their lead on 57 minutes before they put the game to bed by 

scoring twice in the last quarter. If I had a grumble about this game is that 

someone with an amplifier decided to do a commentary on the game. This was not 

needed, nor was the commentators over excited celebrations each time a goal was 

scored. If I’d been the opposition then I’d been totally hacked off by this. That 

apart, everything was great here and the organisers of the Hop are to be 

congratulated for successfully bringing it altogether. 
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