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TT No.59: Brian Buck - Saturday 26th October 2019; Sudbury Sports v Mersea 

Island; Essex & Suffolk Border League Division 1; Venue: played at AFC Sudbury; 

Kick-Off: Noon; Result: 6-0; Attendance: 35 approx.  

With heavy rain in the Midlands forecast I abandoned plans to watch a game in that 

area and selected a more south easterly location to get my day’s fix instead. My 

decision was helped when I spotted this noon kick-off and the thought of being 

able to sit down and watch the match, get a cup of tea and something to eat, were 

all plus points. But having to pay £3 to watch in effect a Level 8 match wasn’t!  

Nonetheless I like this ground a lot, along with the people who run the club. The 

pitch is a 3G one and while this game was in progress Harrow Borough turned up 

for their 3pm kick off in the FA Trophy. Furthermore, the ground is clean and tidy 

and very pleasing on the eye, even in autumn. Also, the club officials and there 

were a lot of them today, were all very pleasant, polite and welcoming. Sudbury 

Sports are in effect AFC Sudbury U18 Academy, first year students, but to get into 

this league they had to disguise this fact, hence the different name.  

The first 20 minutes of the match were rather disjointed, due mainly for lengthy 

stoppages, even though Sudbury took the lead on 6 minutes. The ref, wearing a 

shirt, which actually looked older than him, preferred to talk to players, rather 

than book them. Later it transpired that this was his last game, for the time being. 

Aged 63, he admitted that he was finding things a bit of a struggle, but he looked 

quite fit to me! Perhaps he needs to get his eyes tested as well it seemed to me 

that it was the visitors doing the most fouling, but the Sudbury players were 

getting spoken to mostly. It was 3-0 to the hosts at the break. The start of the 

second half was delayed slightly as we waited for the visiting manager to amble 

across the pitch at snail’s pace. Their club lino was even slower and he reappeared 

after the new half had started without him. Sudbury scored thrice more in this 

period and would have scored a load more had it not been for Mersea Island 

packing their defence. 
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