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TT No.60: Brian Buck - Saturday 26th October 2019; Little Clacton v Lawford Lads 

Reserves; Essex & Suffolk Border League Division 3; Venue: played at Little Clacton 

Parish Fields, Plough Corner; Kick-Off: 3pm; Result: 2-6; Attendance: 15 approx.  

I arrived at my other game today about 20 minutes before kick-off. The sat nav 

(and my car!) took me very close to the ground of Colchester United on the way 

and as the rain got a little heavier. But on my arrival in the area, I had a 

temporary problem. I missed the entrance to the ground and had to ask a man, 

taking his dog for a walk, where it was. He pointed across the road and then 

added. “It’s there, but there’s no game on today. There’s a man locking the gate!” 

My heart initially sank, but when I drove up to him, he immediately opened the 

gate, telling me that the match was on. He was just checking the lock on it!  

No spectator facilities here, but I needed the loo, which I was almost frog marched 

to by an 8-year-old boy. On my return he asked me which team I was supporting. 

When I told him neither and explained why, he seemed to be very impressed, 

telling me that I should get paid for watching all these games. I agreed with him of 

course and asked him who should pay me? His reply was, “The Clubs!”  

The match was played out on the pitch furthest from the dressing rooms and so it 

was a welly job for me. As I passed the goal the hosts were warming up in their 

keeper pulled off one tremendous save. Unfortunately for him this was to be the 

highlight of his afternoon. I parked myself under some trees and tall bushes and 

kept relatively dry during the game. As the match unfolded so the hosts gradually 

capitulated. By half-time they were not only 2-0 down, but in the later stages of 

the half they also had two players sin-binned, although they never went down to 

nine players. During the break two of the crowd came around to my side of the 

pitch and when they reached me, I was asked if there was “Any room at the Inn?” I 

wasn’t sharing my tree with them and told them to “Bugger off,” adding that there 

were trees further along. Not perhaps the reply Mary and Joseph would have been 

given in biblical terms, but why is it that other people want what you have? The 

second half saw the hosts improve a bit and on 58 minutes they pulled a goal back 

adding another one twenty minutes later, but after Clacton had scored a third. 

The visitors then scored their fourth and 5th goals before Clacton got in trouble 

with the ref again, on 90(+2) minutes, when their keeper took out an attacker and 

Lawford scored from the spot. Luckily for him he only got a yellow for this, but a 

team mate was sent off for asking the ref how much he was getting paid? I think 

that the going rate is excess of £30 these days! Getting home was unpleasant as by 

now I had run into the heavy rain moving south from the Midlands. 
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