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TT No.74: Brian Buck - Monday 9th December 2019; Letchworth Garden City 

Eagles v Hitchin Town; Vince Paige Memorial Trophy; Result: 0-5; Attendance: 60 

approx.  

This game has become an annual fixture between the two clubs, held in memory of 

a former stalwart of this club. This was my first visit here for a few years and in 

the intervening time the club have erected some very bright floodlights and have 

shifted the dugouts over to the other side of the pitch. Furthermore, they have 

removed the benches and chairs from the stand and have replaced them with some 

smart blue tip up seats and I suspect that in order to satisfy the ground grading 

boys, there are at least 50 of them here, although I didn’t count them. There is an 

outside chance that the club make get some reclining chairs, because from where I 

was sitting there was an advertising board right in front of me, which asked the 

question, ‘are you sitting comfortably?’  

At the end of last season, the club were denied permission to join SSML Division 1 

because of some ground grading issues, but tonight everything seemed OK to my 

unofficial eyes and when the time comes, they will be a welcome addition to the 

many floodlit clubs close to where I live. As for the game, it was ultimately a bit 

one sided, but not in the first half when there was little to choose between the 

sides. I tend to find that friendlies in mid-season are a bit more competitive than 

pre-season ones. Probably because the players are fitter and have more stamina. 

Hitchin were giving some of their squad some game time and they also fielded a 

few triallists, none belonging to the randy Mrs A. Triallist though! Hitchin took the 

lead on 28 minutes and then after some welcome coffee in the spacious clubhouse 

at the break they added four more goals, concluding with the last one on 86 

minutes, by which time the refs watch fast forwarded to 90 minutes and he blew 

the final whistle at this point. 
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