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TT No.78: Brian Buck - Saturday 21st December 2019; Walton Casuals v Blackfield 

& Langley; BetVictor Southern League Premier Division South; Venue: played at 

Elmbridge Sports Hub, Walton on Thames; Result: 2-3; Attendance: 164.  

Some heavy rain in the preceding days saw many games wiped out to today, so it 

was time to play the 3G card I was thinking of playing on the previous Saturday. 

Getting here by public transport wasn’t easy. Many of those nice people who work 

for South West Trains were on strike, but there was a skeleton service in 

operation. I elected to go via Kingston station and then get a 411 bus to within a 

half hour walk to the ground. Kingston is in the Travelcard area, whereas Walton 

on Thames station, isn’t and although it’s also a half hour or so walk to the ground 

from there, it would have cost me nearly £8 more if I went that way. Anyway, I 

factored all this into my travel arrangements and I got to the ground in plenty of 

time.  

This was the third venue I’ve watched football in this complex. I saw Walton 

Casuals play on their original ground, which is behind the current ground and is 

now an athletics stadium. In fact, the stand, housing the current ground, also 

doubles up as a stand for the athletics. The third venue I’ve seen a game on is on 

the 3G pitch you see as you come into the complex.  

As for the match the first half wasn’t great, although we did see two goals in this 

period. Firstly, on 21 minutes the visitors took the lead with a shot which went in 

off the far post. It was unexpected as up until this point neither side had looked 

like scoring. Then eight minutes later Casuals equalised via a header from a 

corner. At this point the game was there for the taking. It looked like it might be 

Casuals day, when on 47 minutes they took the lead. But it was an own goal, with 

a cross being stabbed home by a player with no one near him. But despite this the 

visitors were already upping their game in this period and on 62 minutes they 

equalised with header from a cross from the left and four minutes later they 

scored what would be the winning goal, by way of an angled shot after the scorer 

had made space for himself. Thereafter the game livened up and reached the 

standard I was hoping for before a ball was kicked. Overall, I liked the ground. You 

get a good view from the seats and just as importantly for me the bar was at the 

back of them. I was going to have some food here, but it was vastly overpriced. 

Getting home was more problematical. I returned the same way, initially having to 

walk along an unlit road to my bus stop. (Others are allowed to use it as well!) I 

lost 15 minutes waiting for the bus to turn up and go. I had to wait over 40 minutes 

for the train at Kingston (running 12 minutes late) and my connection at Finsbury 

Park ran 18 minutes late. So at least I can claim for that part on Delay Repay! A 

Merry Christmas to all my readers. 
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